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ism, as they did not cease to proclaim, Bismarck
would have no doubts as to the requisite policy.
'Not France alone/ wrote the Alsatian Schnee-
gans,112 'declared war on Germany; it was Eome
which desired a deadly combat with Protestant-
ism.' And Treitschke was proclaiming loudly the
import of that religion to Prussia.113
If Protestantism thus showed signs of militancy,
the Catholics were no less watchful. In the
Prussian elections of 1870, some sixty of them
were returned to the Chamber, and in men like
Windthorst, Savigny, Eeichensperger, they had
politicians of unusual ability. Their very organ-
isation roused serious anger among the National
Liberals, and they were soon charged with having
as their object a conspiracy against the State.1"
Bismarck must have noted its formation with
some disquiet; for the Ultramontane Bishop
Ketteler, urging to him that the German victory
over France was too largely interpreted as a
Protestant victory with unfortunate results in the
pacification of Alsace-Lorraine, had suggested that
peace might the sooner come if the Catholics out-
side Prussia were given the same liberty as within
it.115 Did that mean, as it seemed to imply, that
the Catholics were German in a different sense
from the Protestants? At any rate he allowed
his journalist Blum to announce that the Centre
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